Syriac language and literature — Moscow, Spring 2023
The course will focus on the first four centuries AD, when Syriac first appears and develops into a (mostly) Christian language. We will read a number of representative texts and study their language. 
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1. The Syriac language: overview (1 week)
Late Aramaic, eastern and western
Epigraphic documents
The versions of the Bible: the Old Testament, the New Testament

Christian literature

Readings: early Syriac inscriptions Healey Text 46 Birecik, Text 48 Sumatar Harabesi.
Bibliography: John F. Healey, Aramaic Inscriptions and Documents of the Roman Period (Oxford: OUP, 2009), 1–51.
2. The Old Testament Peshitta (4 weeks)
Place and date of the translation

Jewish or Christian?

The Syriac canon

Manuscripts and editions

Secondary literature

Readings: Pentateuch (Gen 4:1–16), Isaiah, Proverbs 6, Ben Sira
Bibliography: Michael P. Weitzman, The Syriac Version of the Old Testament (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1999).

3. The New Testament (4 weeks)
Peshitta and Old Syriac Gospels

Acts and Letters

The Syriac canon

Later more literal translations 

Readings: Gospels, Romans, Revelation

Bibliography: Jan Joosten, The Syriac Language of the Peshitta and Old Syriac Versions of Matthew. Syntactic Structure, Inner-Syriac Developments and Translation Technique, Studies in Semitic Languages and Linguistics 22 (Leiden: Brill, 1996).

Le Nouveau Testament en syriaque, éd. Jean-Claude Haelewyck (Paris : Geuthner, 2017)
4. Non-translated texts (2 weeks)
Mara bar Serapion

Bar Daisan

Aphrahat

Bibliography: William Cureton, Spicilegium syriacum (London: Rivingtons, 1855).
A. Merz, David Rensberger, Teun Tieleman, Mara bar Sarapion—Letter to His Son
(SAPERE series. Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck, 2014).
