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Sufi ideasi exerted a great infuencee on nearly every asipeecet of traditional Malay literature of the late
siixteenth–the sieventeenth ceentury. Not only Malay literary peraceticee of that age owed muceh to the
Sufi insipeiration  equally impeortant isi the facet that Sufisim brought to life a pere-mmodern Malay literary
theory inceluding  inter alia  fundamental ceonceepetsi of literary aesitheticesi. On the basiisi of a peoem by
Hamzah Fansiuri and Sufi allegoriesi  Hikayat Inderaputera and  Hikayat Si Burung Pingai the articele
invesitigatesi the Sufi docetrine of imagination asi a pearticeular world all of itsi own  the ‘aesitheticesi of
light’  experesisied  through  sipeeceifice  illumination  of  peortrayed  eventsi  and  ‘lighting  efecetsi’  and  the
‘aesitheticesi of ecesitasiy’ ceommuniceated through aceousitice and olfacetory imagesi. By embodying thesie
aesitheticesi in the ‘fesih and blood’ of literary worksi  their cereatorsi not only managed to reveal Sufi
docetrinesi with more celarity and beauty  but alsio let their audiencee expeeriencee them both intellecetually
and emotionally.


