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the topic of today’s discussion is possessive agreement
constructions with postpositional possessors in Turoyo

3



BACKGROUND AND METHODOLOGY

Turoyo
 Neo Aramaic < Semitic

~3000 speakers in south
eastern Turkey, Mardin

province
no complete grammar

or dictionary

Methods
 сorpus data collection

work with native speakers
(2023-24): 

they translated stimuli from
Turkish to Turoyo

assessed the stimuli in
Turoyo
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SUFFIXES

sg pl

3m -e
-ayye

3f -a

2m -ux
-ayxu

2f -ax

1 -i -an

They are used with a
closed class of nouns
particularly words related
to body parts, kinship
terms, and inherent
properties
there is also another set of
suffixes which is not
discussed today
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SUFFIXES
sg pl

3m -e
-ayye

3f -a

2m -ux
-ayxu

2f -ax

1 -i -an

they cannot be used with the definite article:

(1) +abr-ux /   *u-abr-ux
 son-pos.2ms /  art.ms-son-pos.2ms
'your son'
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SUFFIXES
sg pl

3m -e
-ayye

3f -a

2m -ux
-ayxu

2f -ax

1 -i -an

we are interested in these slots

these are not considered because
personal pronouns are not used in

postposition
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POSSESSOR’S POSITION

(2) a. i-Nisane        raġl-a
            art.fs-pn   leg-pos.3fs

b. raġl-a                  d=i-Nisane
      leg-pos.3fs     of=art.fs-pn

1st, 2nd person

b.*ʕayn-(ax/oṯe)   d=hat  
 eye-(pos.2fs/pl)   of=you.2s

 (3) a. hat         ʕayn-ax  
           you.2s      eye-(pos.2fs/pl) 

emphasis or maybe focus is required to use (2a) and (3a), maybe not a constituent

3rd person

Pre- Post-
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POSSESSOR SG
(4)
a. +raġl-e                  d=u-Nәʕman
 leg-pos.3ms           of=art.ms-pn[m]
‘Nuuman’s leg’

b. +raġl-a             d=i-Maryam
 leg-pos.3fs         of=art.fs-pn[f]
‘Maryam’s leg’

ms — masculine singular, fs — feminine singular
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POSSESSOR SG

(5) +qarʕ-a/-e                        d=i-dawmo
 top-pos.3fs/-pos.3ms     of=art.fs-tree[f]

‘the top of the tree’

a gender agreement mismatch may occur when possessor is feminine

pos.3ms as non-agreeing possessive? 10



POSSESSOR SG
At the same time, the possessive suffix is obligatory—it’s not possible to have a

form without it or just with an article:

(6) a. * u-fem-o / *fem-o               d=u-baḥar
 art.ms-coast-sg / coast-sg       of=art.ms-sea
 
b. fem-e                                  d=u-baḥar 
coast-pos.3ms                    of=art.ms-sea
‘the seashore’

11



BACKGROUND ON PLURAL
MORPHOLOGY

Plurals are formed either by adding a plural ending or, less
commonly, through suppletion (e.g., aṯto ‘woman’ and niše ‘women.’)
The most frequent plural markers are:

-e feme ‘mouths,’ mxalatiye ‘maternal cousins’;
-(y)at k̇ ačk̇ at ‘girls,’ ḥaǧiyat ‘hajjis’;
-(y)oṯe/o iḏoṯe ‘hands,’ qəryawoṯo ‘villages,’ ḥmaṯyoṯo ‘mothers-in-
law’;
-one druʕone ‘arms,’ əšmone ‘names’;
-win hostawin ‘masters,’ aġawin ‘aghas.’

12



POSSESSOR PL

(7) *raġl-oṯ-ayye        d=an-naʕim-e
 leg-pl-pos.3pl           of=art.pl-child-pl

‘Childrens’ legs’

From the paradigm, we would
expect a plural suffix, but that’s

not possible:

instead of (4), there are three possible
constructions:

I.(8) ar-raġl-oṯe    d=an-naʕim-e
 art.pl-leg-pl      of=art.pl-child-pl

II.(9) raġl-oṯ-e      d=an-naʕim-e
 leg-pl-(e)           of=art.pl-child-pl

III.(10) raġl-e        d=an-naʕime
 leg-pos.3ms     of=art.pl-child-pl 13



POSSESSOR PL

I.(8) ar-raġl-oṯe    d=an-naʕim-e
 art.pl-leg-pl      of=art.pl-child-pl

II.(9) raġl-oṯ-e      d=an-naʕim-e
 leg-pl-(e)           of=art.pl-child-pl

III.(10) raġl-e        d=an-naʕime
 leg-pos.3ms     of=art.pl-child-pl

def. art. on the possessum (independent
construction)

 no def. art. on the possessum, unclear 
-e segment?

no def. art. and no plural marker
on the possessum, dependent

plurality
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I suggest analyzing -e as NAP (non-agreeing possessive
marker), rather than part of the unmarked plural:

(9) 
a. raġl-oṯ-e                           d=an-naʕim-e
 leg-pl-pos.3ms/NAP       of=art.pl-child-pl

b. * raġl-oṯe     d=an-naʕim-e
 leg-pl             of=art.pl-child-pl
(Impossible morphological segmentation)

HYPOTHESIS
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plural marker can be omitted: 1.

(9) 
a. raġl-oṯ-e                            d=an-naʕim-e
 leg-pl-pos.3ms/NAP       of=art.pl-child-pl

(10) raġl-e                        d=an-naʕime
 leg-pos.3ms/NAP      of=art.pl-child-pl

‘Children’s legs’

HYPOTHESIS - ARGUMENTS “FOR”
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2. unmarked form is ungrammatical in the singular without a possessive:

(9) b. *raġl-oṯe       d=an-naʕim-e
               leg-pl           of=art.pl-child-pl
(Impossible morphological segmentation)
‘Children’s legs’

(6) a. *u-fem-o / *fem-o                       d=u-baḥar
 art.ms-coast-sg / coast-sg          of=art.ms-sea
 
b. fem-e                               d=u-baḥar 
coast-pos.3ms/NAP       of=art.ms-sea
 ‘the seashore’

HYPOTHESIS - ARGUMENTS “FOR”
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PSR’s
number

PSR’s
gender

pos.3ms/
NAP 
-e

pos.3fs 
-a

pos.3pl
-ayye

independent
construction
(with the def.
article)

sg m + - NA -

sg f + + NA -

pl NA + NA - +

SUMMARY OF THE DATA
-e is a non-agreeing possessive, unspecified for φ-features.

Table 1. Possessive marking options with an explicit postpositional possessor 
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POSSIBLE MORPHOLOGICAL ANALYSIS

(11) Poss[3] ⇔ -e
(12) Poss[3f] ⇔ -a
(13) Poss[3pl] ⇔ -ayye

Optional Impoverishment??
(14) [f] → ∅ / Poss__ ???
(15) [pl] → ∅ / Poss__ ???

Removes marked features from
the possessive head optionally
before spell-out, causing the
least marked exponent -e to

surface.
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QUESTIONS FOR BRAINSTORMING

?? The postpositive possessor
(d=DP) occupies a syntactic

position that blocks agreement
in number and person but not in

gender.
As a result, only third person

(default) and gender agreement
are possible, but nothing else

?? The syntactic head is
deleted in the context of

plural [an implausible idea,
why this only happens with a
postpositional possessor?]

1

why is pos.3pl barred with
an explicit postpositional
possessor?

First question

(7) *raġl-oṯ-ayye     d=an-naʕim-e
 leg-pl-pos.3pl      of=art.pl-child-pl

‘Childrens’ legs’

Ideas:

20
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QUESTIONS FOR BRAINSTORMING

?? A personal pronoun requires a
fixed position (Spec,PossP), i.e. to

be a prepositional possessor

1

?? In postposition with
possessive meaning, there

should be a “genitive” form of
pronouns diḏ- but it has limited

distribution (see slide 22).

Second question

Ideas:

why personal pronouns
cannot be used in

postposition?

 (3)*ʕayn-(ax/oṯe)   d=hat  
 eye-(pos.2fs/pl)   of=you.2s

‘Your eyes’
21
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“GENETIVE” FORM OF PRONOUNS
If the adnominal slot is occupied:

(16)   i-gawruṯ=aṯe                          diḏ-i
          art.fs-courage=prox.fs     pos-1s
'this courage of mine' 

In place of an implicit dependent:
(17) ʕaqəl     diḏ-i         ṭaw         me      díḏ-ux=yo
        mind      pos-1s     better  than    pos-2ms=cop.3s
'My mind is better than yours' 

In certain unaccommodated loan words:
(18) u-ḥəs                             diḏ-a 
         art.ms-sound          pos-3fs 
'her voice' 

 In partitive-like constructions:
(19) a-tloṯo           ʕarš-one      me       diḏ-e
       art.pl+three    tooth-pl     from     pos-3ms
'three of his teeth'

*i-k̇ ačk̇ -aṯe-ayḏi 
art.fs-girl-prox.f.s.-pos2.1s
* i-k̇ ačk̇ -ayḏi-aṯe
 art.fs-girl-pos2.1s-prox.f.s
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*ḥәs-a / * u-ḥәs-ayḏa
sound-pos1.3fs / art.ms-sound-pos2.3fs
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if we have enough time: 
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why is the independent
construction possible only
with plural?

Third question

QUESTIONS FOR BRAINSTORMING

(8) ar-raġl-oṯe     d=an-naʕim-e
 art.pl-leg-pl        of=art.pl-child-pl

(6) a. *u-fem-o / *fem-o             d=u-baḥar
 art.ms-coast-sg / coast-sg     of=art.ms-sea 25



THIRD QUESTION 
independent construction is also used in complementary
distribution with the 2nd set of suffixes, which are never
used with an explicit postpositive PSR:

(20) a. +u-bayt-ayḏe 
            art.ms-house-pos2.3ms
‘his house’

b. *u-bayt-ayḏe                      d=u-Ilyas
art.ms-house-pos2.3ms     of=art.ms-pn

c. +u-bayto                  d=u-Ilyas
art.ms-house             of=art.ms-pn

‘Ilyas’ house’
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